Logan County BED BUG Task Force
Home Visiting Protocol
Bed bugs are a serious concern and one faced by all individuals conducting program delivery in family homes.  Infestations are not always apparent and staff who visit families or residents in their home should review and follow the guidelines below in order to minimize the potential for transporting bed bugs, cockroaches and other pests to other residences, your workplace or home.  

Home visitors and service coordinators are encouraged to offer assistance in any way they can to help the family control the infestation of bed bugs, cockroaches, or other pests which can have a negative impact on the young children in the home. It is very important that every effort is made to continue to provide services to families. Following these guidelines will protect not only you  but the families you visit. 

Guidelines to Reduce the Risk of Transporting Bed Bugs During Home Visits

Prepare a Bed Bug Prevention Kit to keep in your car

· Large plastic storage bin with cover

· Disposable shoe covers

· Wet wipes and/or spray bottle of 70% isopropyl alcohol

· Clear sealable plastic bags

· Large disposable trash bags

· A change of clothes, socks, and shoes

· You may also wish to take a small portable stool 

Before you enter a home

· Wear clothes and shoes simple in design to provide fewer hiding places for bed bugs

· Avoid wearing clothes that need to be dry-cleaned

· Light colors make it easier to see bed bugs on your clothes

· If wearing scarves, hats, gloves, or coats consider leaving them in your car

· Secure personal belongings such as purses in the car rather than take them into the home

· Put shoe covers on if directed by employer

In the home

· Bring as few items as possible into the home

· Use a plastic tote to carry work affects  (e.g. paper, pens, computer, etc.) and return items immediately to the tote rather than sitting them down in the home 

· If a client asks you to take off your shoes: you can wear a second pair of socks or shoe covers

· Work in well lit areas such as kitchen and avoid “hot spots” such as the bedrooms and living rooms

· Try not to sit or set anything down on beds, upholstered furniture or on the floor

· Remain standing (unless inappropriate) avoid leaning on walls, doors, counters, or other surfaces 

· When sitting – plastic or wooden chairs are best

· If in a home with a known infestation, inspect yourself and items for bed bugs before you leave

If you detect bed bugs in the home 

· Ask the occupant if they are aware of their infestation

· If a rental, help them report the infestation to the landlord

· Provide information or refer them to reliable sources of information for safe bed bug eradication

After you leave (whether or not bed bugs are seen)

· Carefully inspect your clothes, shoes, and other items before you enter your car or a neighboring unit

· If wearing shoe covers, remove them and seal in a plastic bag for disposal

· Take shoes off,  inspect them inside and out, and wipe shoes down with a wet wipe

· If you find bed bugs, crush them with a wipe or spray them with 70% isopropyl alcohol

· If bed bugs are found on your clothes, change them and seal infested clothes in plastic bag

· Place all items that were in the home into plastic bin until they can be inspected

When you get home

· Don't bring work items into your home or workplace until carefully inspected

· Remove clothes in a garage or on non-carpeted floor 

· Launder and dry clothes immediately or seal them in plastic bag until you can inspect them

· Coats and other items can be dried on moderate to high heat for 20 to 30 minutes 

Protect your car

· Vacuum regularly and avoid clutter in your car.  Canister vacuums allow for easy cleaning between uses

· Vacuum bags which potentially contain bed bugs should be sealed in a plastic bag prior to disposal

· Keep home visit equipment in large plastic storage bin or sealed in plastic bags

· Inspect yourself and belongings before entering car

